68            THE  THIRTEENTH  CENTURY

their own interest and not that of the community. But in the
thirteenth century we have not reached that degenerate stage.

Effect of the Craft Gilds on the Municipality. There was one
effect of the craft gilds that must not be passed over; it was this.
Originally the townsmen were mostly landowners; the town
authorities were elected by the burgesses, who held houses and
lands in and around the town. As the craft gilds grew, the wealth
was gradually transferred from the landholder to the successful
craftsman and the towns came to be ruled by them. Thus an
interest grew up that was different from, and often opposed to,
the landed interest. In the Middle Ages this new commercial
and industrial interest only affected the policy of the towns
themselves ; we shall see how later it affected that of the nation.

Comparison of Craft Gilds with Trade Unions. The question
naturally arises, ' In what did these craft gilds resemble the
modern Trade Union ?' The latter is a union of wage-earners
having for its main object the maintenance and raising of the
standard of living and the conditions of work of its members*
It demands the right to negotiate with the employer for the trade
as a whole and so to prevent exploitation of individuals. Its
members may consist of men of the same craft, or they may
be men of different crafts but all employed by the same set of
capitalists. Of the former kind would be a union made up of
engineers from all sorts of industries, of the latter such a body
as a union of railway servants including every kind of salaried
employ^, fireman, engine-driver, signalman, cleaner, porter,
guard, Station-master, clerk, and, in theory at least, heads of
departments and managers.

The differences between these modern unions and the c?aft
gilds arc more striking than their similarity. Both, it is true,
aimed at maintaining ' the standard of life', i. e. both desired
that the worker should secure a fair return for his labour and
should keep his way of living up to a certain level of food, clothing,
and shelter. Both concerned themselves with hours of work and
even with wages, but hero the resemblance ends. The chief
differences are these: